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November 28, 2006

The Honourable Rick Bartolucci

Minister of Northern Development and Mines 

Whitney Block, 5th Flr, Room 5630

99 Wellesley St. W.

Toronto ON  M7A 1W3

Dear Minister Bartolucci,

I am writing on behalf of Bedford Mining Alert (BMA) to request an update on the status of the proposed legislative changes to the Mining Act, regarding claim staking and exploration work on land where surface and mineral rights have been separated. 

BMA has a membership of over 100 families, composed primarily of property owners in the district of Bedford, South Frontenac Township, in eastern Ontario.  We are concerned about the manner in which prospecting, exploration and mining activities occur and the adverse impact they have on natural systems, intricately connected waterways and a local economy based on tourism and recreation.  BMA’s efforts are now officially supported by many other groups, including Land O’Lakes Tourist Association, Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, Algonquin to Adirondack Conservation Association, Greater Bobs and Crow Lake Cottagers Association, Friends of the Tay Watershed, Sunset Shores Peninsula Association, Knowlton Lakes Cottagers Association, Wolf Lake Association, and the Frontenac Environmental Partnership.

You are the sixth Minister of Northern Development and Mines that we have communicated with over the past seven years to express our concern for property owners who are faced with antiquated and politically indefensible legislation in Southern and Eastern Ontario which allows: 

a) prospectors to be licensed for a fee of $25.50, without being trained, regulated or insured,

b) entry to private property and prospecting thereon without notice, permission or apparent responsibility for damage they cause,  

c) intrusive claim staking and recording without notification to landowners, 

d) intrusive and destructive exploration without input from property owners on a notice requirement of only 24 hours,

e) exploration on or next to bodies of water, 

f) destruction of surface rights with no requirement for restoration of privately owned property, 

g) for the acquisition of a mining lease with no discretion on the part of the Crown or the agreement of the landowner

h) the obligated sale of private property. 
For the past seven years we have maintained ongoing communication with your ministry.  We met with you in December 2004. In May 2005, we outlined concerns about the recommendations brought forward by MMAAC. We are distressed that it appears to have been to no avail and that we are being stonewalled. 

When the Liberals were elected and you were appointed Minister of MNDM, we were optimistic that the political will finally was in place to address our concerns. We have briefed other Liberal MPPs and government ministers, including the Minister of the Environment, Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Municipal Affairs and Housing. BMA is concerned that, in addition to MNDM, the entire Liberal government seems not to care about Southeastern Ontario and protecting its residents, its environment or its tourism and recreation based economy,. 

In May 2006, our request for representation on the Ministers Mining Act Advisory Committee was denied. Yet this committee of government, charged with making recommendations that should be a matter of openly debated public policy, continues to operate behind closed doors, its recommendations veiled in secrecy. What is it that your Ministry and the mining industry are afraid to have the public see?  If your intentions are honourable, then let them pass muster under the light of disclosure and transparency! 

MNDM’ s Ron Gashinski assured us in July 2006 that the Ministry's goal was to bring proposed changes forward for the government’s fall legislative session.  In the interim, your ministry has avoided open dialogue, refuses to enact meaningful change and has allowed unfettered record-breaking claim staking in Ontario.  Such insensitivity only adds to the anger and uncertainty faced by landowners fearful of their right to enjoy their property or carry on traditional economic activity.  Please be reminded that the full property tax load falls on the landowner, not the mining interests and sustains the infrastructure of the region that mining activity would depend upon.
It remains the position of BMA that no industry, including mining, should be exempt from regulations and by-laws emanating from municipal official plans and environmental stewardship. Less than 2% of private properties in Ontario (almost all of which are in Southern Ontario) have mineral rights separated from surface rights. For many years the Government allowed the rejoining of surface and these severed mining rights.  The Government even facilitated this in Southwestern Ontario through red-tape eliminating legislation.  We urge you and your Government to do this again, especially in Southeastern Ontario which appears to be continually ignored and mistreated by your Government. 

The intrusion into the lives of property owners continues through the actions and inactions of your Government.  A process for reuniting surface and mineral rights would do little harm to the mining industry at large and would give security to an increasingly vocal sector of the electorate. 

We look forward to your written response outlining progress toward legislative changes, an announcement of a forum for public input into policy decisions and serious consideration to the concept of reuniting surface and mineral rights on privately owned land in Southeastern Ontario. 

Sincerely,

John McKillop

Chair, Bedford Mining Alert

613 273-7205

217 Garrett Rd RR#2

Godfrey ON K0H1T0

