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BEDFORD MINING ALERT

Fall Newsletter 2006


Content:

I. Working with law students from Queen University 

II. A growing list of Support from BMA

III. Links to articles in the Ottawa Citizen

IV. Changes to the Mining Act

V. BMA involvement

I. Pro Bono Students Canada has been in operation at Queen’s Law since 1998. It is a National Program with over 1,000 students volunteering over 3, 000 hours per week. It is supported by the Law Foundation of Ontario and McCarthy Tetrault LLP. Pro bono specializes on public interest projects and provides background research, not legal advice.

BMA is fortunate to work a second year with four students from Queen’s Law who are supervised by a lawyer, a member of the steering committee of BMA. Some of the projects are continuing this year. Parts that are completed are posted on BMA website at www.bedfordminingalert.ca.

Research includes:

1. Liability of real estate vendors, agents and lawyers for not adequately disclosing or explaining the existence of mining rights and claims

2. Surface rights owner’s liability for injuries resulting from prospecting, exploration and other mining activities on their property.

3. The ability to obtain a reduction in property taxes because of the separation to mining rights or because of potential mining activity on neighbouring property.  

4. Compensation for surface rights owners when prospecting, exploration and mining activities take place on their property.

5. Establishing the case for rejoining surface and mining rights in Bedford. This project includes reviewing land title history in Bedford and the history of Bill 68 (which rejoined surface and mining rights in Southwestern Ontario.)

6. Land use priorities in Ontario and addressing the historical preference given to mining activities.

If you have a project you think we should be pursuing with pro bono, or, if you want more information about working with Pro Bono students Canada, let us know if we can help.

II. As well as having a membership of over 100 families, BMA’s efforts are supported by many other groups, including:

· Land O’Lakes Tourist Association, 

· Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, 

· Algonquin to Adirondack Conservation Association, 

· Greater Bobs and Crow Lake Cottagers Association, 

· Friends of the Tay Watershed; 

· Sunset Shores Peninsula Association; 

· Knowlton Lakes Cottagers Association, 

· Wolf Lake Association, and 

· Frontenac Environmental Partnership. 

Our focus is on the manner in which prospecting, exploration and mining activities occur, with particular concern over the adverse impact they have on the environment which supports local tourism, and recreational and cottaging activities. 

If you are involved in other organizations that share the concerns of BMA, please let us know.

III. Several articles about mining issues may be of interest to you. They were written by Dave Rogers and appeared in the Ottawa Citizen in September. 

"Landowner disgusted at Ontario mine laws"

http://www.canada.com/ottawacitizen/news/city/story.html?id=8cd0a81b-aa60-4ca0-b191-336f9fd48a28&k=32889

"Graphite boom threatens resort country"

 http://www.canada.com/ottawacitizen/news/city/story.html?id=677eb8fd-bcb3-4c14-b873-9d06f4eaccc9&k=73022
“Mines abandoned decades ago put owners on edge”
 
http://www.canada.com/ottawacitizen/news/city/story.html?id=b80b75c3-599c-4c64-bb00-168804592b66&k=88998
IV. Changes to the Mining Act

BMA continues to communicate the concerns of surface rights only property owners: 

a) prospectors to be licensed for a fee of $25.50, without being trained, regulated or insured,

b) entry to private property and prospecting thereon, 

c) intrusive claim staking and recording without notification to landowners, 

d) exploration without input from property owners on 24 hours notice, 

e) exploration on next to bodies of water, 

f) destruction of surface rights with no requirement for restoration of taxpayer owned property 

g) the acquisition of a mining lease with no discretion on the part of the Crown or agreement of landowner, and

h) the obligated sale of private property. 

Communications include:

· December 2004, BMA representatives met with Minster Bartolucci at Queen’s Park. 

· June 2005, BMA outlined concerns about the recommendations brought forward by MMAAC. 

· November 2005, BMA responded to MNDM’S request for comments on its Proposed Mineral Development Strategy for Ontario (OMDS).

· December 2005, BMA reviewed the Auditor General’s report on the “Mines and Mineral Program” and offered to work with MNDM.

· January 2006 request to confirm that BMA’s concerns have been considered by MMAAC and the outcome of that consideration. 

· March 2006, BMA request to Premier McGuinty to know how long it will be before the MMAAC recommendations are adopted

· May 2006, a request for BMA representation on the Ministers Mining Act Advisory Committee was denied.

· July 2006, a communication from MNDM that the Ministry's goal was to bring proposed changes forward for the government’s fall legislative session.

V. BMA involvement (we can leave this out if people will think membership fees are going to support this)

Toronto Sept. 13: Presentation at the National Roundtables on Corporate Social Responsibility and the extractive industry operating abroad 

Sault Ste. Marie Sept. 15-16 Ontario Mining Action Network workshop and meeting

Winnipeg Oct. 26-27 National Orphaned and Abandoned Mines Initiative:  A Workshop to Explore Best Practices
